January 2018

— 'S/

Carib JOdn%tudlos ssoclatlon org

CONTENTS N 7 al
Message from the Editor 1 : (% )

—A e

Message from the President

Message from the Program Chair 8
Message from the Language Sub-Editors 11 The Official Newsletter of the Caribbean Studies Association
Francais 1
Martinican Creole i® MESSAGE FROMTHE EDITOR
Espafiol 13
Dutch 15 From Usto You!
Papiamento 17

Danish-American-Caribbean Perspe(tive 20 This month we hlghllght critically important details for each
(5A Member Highlight 2 member to note as they begin to plan ahead for our June

conference in Havana, Cuba. Reminder: please check the

New Books 22 following links for further conference details on membership
and registration:

Graduate Student Corner 23

Membership link: https://www.eventsforce.net/csa/8/home

Registration link: https://www.eventsforce.net/csa/7/home

(aribbean Artistic Scholarship 25

(aribbean Community Game Changers 26

Our Monthly Features

This month the language sub-editors have assembled
academically stimulating contributions which include an
introspective lens into the Hmong people of French Guyana Meagan Sylvester

from our French and Martinican Creole writer, a critical piece

on The University and national awareness in the English-speaking Caribbean by the Spanish contrib-
utor, an insightful enquiry into the female body and dance in Sint Maarten from the Dutch language
sub-editor and an excursion into an Aruban Parang Song by the Papiamento columnist. In a land-
mark contribution, The Virgin Islands correspondent invites us to innovate perspectives beyond co-
lonial history and cultural narratives.

Special Announcements 27

Stop by and read their contributions!

Special features

This month’s Game Changer is Safiya Olugbala who was always conscious of the remarkable role of
education and its ability to create an evolved reality that could extract an oppressed people from
that room. Born to a black militant father and a resourceful Alkebulan queen in the backwoods of
South Trinidad, Safiya’s classroom was constructed out of a nineteenth century progressive model.
Her parents, particularly her father, surrounded her with some of the finest minds since the imposed
invisibility of Egypt and the Nile Valley Civilization. Books and stories were her teachers and the
wellspring of knowledge they provided led to grand imaginings that haunted her childhood and

STAY CONNECTED directed her path into adulthood.

n CaribbeanStudiesAssociation Check out the Game Changer segment and see how Safiya has been able to transform lives through

the lessons learnt from her life story.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR cont’d

Our January Caribbean Artistic Scholar is Shanice Gonzales. Shanice’s work explores gender-based
issues. She uses “deceptively soft and light pieces” to deconstruct violence faced by women and
children in our societies with a focus on the objectification and commodification of women’s bodies,
and the role of the media in this process. Through visual re-presentations, Shanice creates aware-
ness by exploring the 'why' factor and probing “the things that are hardest to talk about, but in a
delicate, and beautiful way.” Her artistic inspiration comes from her own journey of self-
discovery—a confrontation of self. And more importantly, from her mother's battle with her own
past and the traumas of that past. The stories of Shanice’s mother not only serve as inspiration and
motivation for the current work, but also bring about the transformation of silence into a language
of action.

We focus on Antonio Carmona Baez in our Member Highlight segment this month. Dr. Antonio Car-
mona Bdez was co-director of the IIRE, 2008-2009, and was appointed as an |IRE Fellow in 2011. He
holds degrees in International Relations and International Political Economy from the University of
Amsterdam, in The Netherlands. He started his career as a scholar-activist in 2001 at the Transna-
tional Institute, where he served as communications officer and researcher. He is author of State
Resistance to Globalisation in Cuba (Pluto, 2004) and published several articles concerning the glob-
al justice movement, Caribbean political economy and the condition of labour. He is also a contribu-
tor to Living our Internationalism, the history of the IIRE.

New Book

Professor Barbara Lalla is the featured author in our new book section. Her work is entitled Grounds
for Tenure and has been described in the following manner. “Alongside the lighter side of college
life, Grounds for Tenure discloses the diverse cravings of the ultra smart and unexpectedly foolish, as
well as self-
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